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Introduction: The issue of angels has long fascinated mankind, not just believers but
unbelievers, and not just dedicated believers bent on spiritual growth, but also those with “itchy
ears” for this subject (but not necessarily for other teachings of the Bible). The purpose of this

' Much of the material covered here can be found in greater detail in two further series 1)
The Satanic Rebellion: Background to the Tribulation, and 2) The Coming Tribulation: a History
of the Apocalypse. Readers are invited to consult these studies after digesting the material here.




study is to give an essential overview of what God would have us to know about angels based
upon what is actually contained in His Word.

I. The Purpose, Creation and Nature of Angels

1. The Purpose of Angels:

1) God, the Creator, existed before His creation (Jn.1:1-3). It is important to remember
that angels, for all their temporary superiority to mankind, are creatures too. God, the Creator of
the universe, of time and of space, existed (and exists) before the universe and outside of it.
Angels, on the other hand, as creatures, can only exist within the creation, and are, therefore,
subject to time and space. Though their capabilities currently surpass those of human beings,
they are still “fellow servants” of God, and subordinate to Him in every way (Rev.19:10; 22:9).

Before the mountains were born, or you gave birth to the earth and world,
from everlasting to everlasting, you are God. Psalm 90:2

2) God was self-sufficient before He created the universe, and is so now (Is.40:21-26).
God did not “need” to create the universe, or angels, or mankind, or anything, for that matter. He
is perfect and has no needs whatsoever. This was true before His first act of creation, and
remains and will remain so throughout the course of creature history and into eternity.

God, who created the universe and everything in it, even He who is Lord of heaven and
earth, does not dwell in temples our hands have made, nor is He ministered to by the
hands of men (as if He needed anything from us) — [on the contrary], He is the One who
gives life and breath and everything else to us all. ~ Acts 17:24-25

3) God’s purpose in creating angels and mankind is for His glory and our good (Is.43:7;
Eph.1:5-6; 1:11-12). God is the Potter, and all we His creatures are the clay, created for the
praise of His glory, and His glory we shall praise on that day of eternity and forevermore
(Is.29:16; 45:9; 64:8; Jer.18:4-6; Rom.9:21).

But now, O Lord, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter, and we all are
the work of thy hand. Isaiah 64:8 [KIV]

This is true not only of His creatures who respond to Him and follow Him and His Son, but also
for those who have rejected His authority and His Son (Rm.14:11; Phil.2:10-11):

By Myself I have sworn. From my mouth a righteous word has gone forth, which will not
be revoked, that every knee will bow to Me, and to Me every tongue will swear. And so
they will acknowledge Me: “Only in the Lord are righteousness and might.” Before Him
will come all who raged against Him and they will be put to shame. Isaiah 45:23-24



Moreover, angels and mankind alike will praise Him for all His marvelous deeds on our behalf,
for He is glorified by blessing us. This is the God with whom we have to do!

To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb, be praise and honor and glory and power
for ever and ever! Revelation 5:13b [NIV]

2. The Creation of Angels:

At some undisclosed time following His creation of the heavens and the earth, God created the
angels (Ps.148:2-5; Col.1:16). This event took place after the original ex nihilo (i.e., “out of
nothing”) creation of the universe described Genesis 1:1, and before the restoration of the earth
(described also at Job 38:4-7) which followed God’s initial judgment upon the universe because
of Satan’s rebellion (the results of which are described in Genesis 1:2 and following). God
created all angelic kind at this time (including Satan and all those who would eventually rebel
against Him). Though some would come to choose against Him, all the angels were originally
created holy (Deut.33:2; Ps.89:7; Mk.8:38; Lk.9:26). God gave each of them distinct duties and
definite domains in which to exercise specified authority delegated by Him (Col.1:16; Eph.6:12;
Heb.1:7 & 14; Jude 6).

3. The Nature of Angels:

1) Angels are finite beings: As created beings, angels are dependent upon time and space.
Though more powerful (2Thes.1:7; 2Pet.2:11), mobile (Gen.28:12) and knowledgeable
(2Sam.14:20) than mankind, they are neither omniscient (Matt.24:36), nor omnipotent
(Rom.8:38), nor omnipresent (Dan.10:13).

2) Angels are finite in number: Angels are often described as the “host of heaven” and
otherwise compared to the innumerable stars (e.g., Job 25:3; Ps.103:20-21; I5.40:26 with
Lk.2:13), but although they are a highly organized group and quite numerous, it should be
understood that they are not infinite in number, however large that undisclosed number may be
(Deut.33:2; Ps.68:17; Dan.7:10; Heb.12:22; Rev.5:11). Further, angels are not subject to death
(Lk.20:36), nor do they reproduce (Mk.12:25), leading us to the conclusion that their number has
been the same since their collective creation.

3) Angels are different from human beings in significant respects: Unlike human beings,
angels do not grow old, or hungry or tired. Angels are thus not subject to many of the more
obvious material restraints that limit human activity and are, for the most part, completely
invisible to us. However, angels can at times appear in bodily form (as in the case of the
announcement of Christ’s birth: Lk.2:8-15), and can also affect the material world with great
power (consider the angels who control the winds: Rev.7:1-3).




4) Angels are similar to human beings in significant respects: Like human beings, angels
possess personality and individuality (as evidenced, for example, by joy: Job 38:4-7; Lk.15:10;
desire: 1Pet.1:12; and choice: Jude 6). And like us, they are created to serve and worship God
for His glory (Ps.103:20-21; 148:2; Matt.4:11; Heb.1:14; Rev.4:8).

5) Angels are temporarily superior to mankind: In terms of power and ability, the present
angelic superiority to mankind is obvious in every passage of scripture in which they are
described. This current angelic superiority significantly also extends to the area of longevity.
While mankind is enjoying a sequential residence on earth (generation following generation),
angelic kind has been experiencing a continuum of existence in heaven, even before the creation
of Man. This longevity, combined with the fact that angels (though creatures like Man) are not
subject to the same degree to the restraints and necessities of time and space that encumber
mankind, undoubtedly contributes to their superior knowledge and wisdom as well. By its very
essence, therefore, the angelic nature is superior to our present earthly human nature in terms of
appearance, intellect, power, mobility and authority (2Pet.2:11).

6) Angels will ultimately be inferior to mankind: Angels will not always be superior to
mankind. Just as our Lord’s humanity is, in resurrection, superior to angels in every way
(Heb.1:4 - 2:18), so also we are destined to share that superiority with Him in our resurrection
(1Cor.6:3; Heb.2:5).

7) Angels are acutely aware of and involved in human affairs: The involvement of
angelic beings in human affairs is part and parcel of their role in promoting (or, in the case of the
fallen angels, opposing) God’s plan for human history (see “Satan’s Rebellion” immediately
below). On a more personal level, however, angels are also apparently extremely interested in
observing human behavior in general and in the playing out of God’s plan in particular
(1Tim.3:16; 5:21; 1Pet.1:10-12). This is particularly true in the case of the Son of Man, our Lord
Jesus Christ. They were present at His birth (Lk.2:13-14), temptation (Matt.4:11), resurrection
(Lk.24:4), ascension (Acts 1:10-11), and return (2Thes.1:7), evidence which underscores angelic
interest in the most crucial phase of God’s plan, namely the life and work of the Messiah. By
observation, angels are learning (to their joy in the case of the elect angels, to their sorrow in the
case of the fallen angels) about the wisdom, the power, the grace and the mercy of God (cf.
Lk.15:10; 1Cor.4:9; 11:10).

8) Angels should neither be worshiped nor disrespected: In any discussion of angels, it is
important to keep in mind both their present superiority and their eventual subordination to us.
Angels are not to be disrespected (Lk.10:20; 2Pet.2:10-12; Jude 8-10; cf. Rom.13:7), but neither
are they to be worshiped (Rev.19:10; 22:9; cf. 2Kng.17:16; Jer.19:13; Col.2:18). This is
especially important in regard to fallen angels. God counterbalances their evil efforts with the
work and ministrations of His holy, elect angels. Therefore, although we are to have a healthy
respect for the Adversary and his potential to oppose us (2Cor.2:11; Eph.6:11; 1Pet.5:8), we are
not to be unduly terrified by him and his minions. And while we are to have an awareness and
appreciation for the positive function of the elect angels on our behalf, we are not to be




inordinately fixated upon them (especially since both their persons and their work are invisible to
us). In neither case should we “go beyond what is written” in the Bible about angels, whether
through excessive fear of Satanic influence or an exorbitant fascination with the ministrations of
the holy angels.

II. Satan’s Rebellion and World Rule

The rebellion of the devil and his angels against God is a most important subject in the
consideration of eschatology, the biblical study of the events of the end times. This is because
Satan’s rebellion is central to the whole course of human history as well as to God’s final
resolution of history, beginning with the Tribulation. Mankind is, in many ways, God’s response
to the devil, and the devil’s repeated attempts to destroy mankind are, necessarily, connected
inextricably with God’s plan to defeat Satan through the agency of mankind (in the Person of His
Son). It is therefore not too bold a statement to say that it is impossible to understand human
history, from the divine point of view at any rate, without taking into consideration the satanic
rebellion and the role mankind plays in God’s response to it.

1. The Occasion of the Rebellion:

1) Satan’s original status: Satan was originally the top ranking angelic creature endowed
with extraordinary honors. He preeminently reflected the glory of God as “Lucifer” (Is.14:12);
he was the very model of symmetry (Ezek.28:12); he was blessed with the greatest wisdom
(Ezek.28:12); he was adorned with magnificent paraphernalia (Ezek.28:13); he was, in short, the
“anointed cherub”, entrusted with the highest angelic responsibility and in highest position of
honor (Ezek.28:14).

2) Satan’s Character: Contrary to much popular opinion, the devil was not created evil.
Indeed, God created Satan “blameless”, as Ezekiel 28:15 tells us. This is a critical piece of
information, because through this scripture we are assured that the devil’s decision to sin was not
some inevitable action originating with God, but was instead a free-will decision on Satan’s part.
Satan was created without sin, and with no necessity to sin. He and he alone is the one who
bears the complete responsibility for all the trouble he has brought upon his fellow angels, upon
humanity, and upon himself. God bears none of the blame for Satan’s fall. Satan took the
opportunity of using the free will God gave him to reject God and follow instead the path of evil.

3) Satan’s Sin: In his instructions to Timothy regarding the essential qualifications of
pastors, Paul concludes by warning that the potential candidate should not be a neophyte (i.e.,
one new to the faith and spiritually immature). Otherwise, Paul says, such a person might easily
“become puffed up” (i.e., blinded by arrogance) “and so fall into [the same] condemnation as the
devil [did]” (1Tim.3:6). In Paul’s caveat, pride, that is, an unwarranted sense of superiority,
when indulged creates a breeding ground for further sin. This was certainly so in Satan’s case.
The devil’s exorbitant pride over the qualities and attributes given him by God (Ezek.28.17) was



allowed to corrupt his entire thought process and led in turn to his plotting against God (Is.14:13-
14; Ezek.28:17b). The eventual result was a full scale rebellion. The substance of Satan’s
corrupt thinking, a sinful pattern of thought which (as is so often the case) inevitably resulted in
sinful action, is recorded for us by Isaiah:

For you said in your heart, “I will ascend heavenward. Iwill set my throne above the
stars of God. And I will take my seat on the mount of assembly on the sides of the north.

I will ascend above the heights of the clouds. I will be like the Most High God.
Isaiah 14:13-14

4) Satan’s Fall: Ezekiel 28:15-18 describes the process by which the devil put his
arrogant plan into practice, tracing the matter backward at first from the result to the cause:

In all your ways you were perfect from the day of your creation until unrighteousness was
found in you. In your extensive conspiring, you were filled with wickedness, and you
sinned. So I cast you from the mountain of God as one profaned, and I blotted out [your
memory] from among the stones of fire, O covering cherub. Your heart became haughty
because of your beauty, [and so] you destroyed your wisdom on account of your splendor.
So I cast you to the earth, and I made a spectacle of you before kings. In the abundance of
your iniquity, in the unrighteousness of your conspiring, you profaned the sacred places
entrusted to you, so I made fire come out of your midst which devoured you, and I made
you like the dust of the earth in the eyes of all who beheld you. Ezekiel 28:15-18

Arrogant pride, attributed specifically to Satan’s high esteem for his own appearance, is at the
root of the thought pattern described in Isaiah’s five “I wills” (Is.14:13-14; see above). Persistent
and obsessive preoccupation with his own loveliness over time had a corrupting influence upon
Satan’s whole mental attitude, neutralizing, then effectively destroying his conscience, his
character and his wholesome fear of God (cf. Eph.4:19; 1Tim.4:2). This arrogance led to a
complete perversion of the devil’s thought process, and these mental attitude sins blossomed into
overt activity; specifically, they led to the canvassing of his fellow angels for support in rebelling
against the Lord (i.e., “your extensive conspiring” and “the unrighteousness of your conspiring”).
The judgments described here are largely yet future, but, since the devil’s fate is certain (since it
has been decreed by God), they can be described as already having taken place.

5) Satan’s Coup d’Etat: As would-be usurper of God’s throne, Satan found himselfin a
delicate position. When he conceived his nefarious ambition, he was on his own. Even in his
unparalleled arrogance, he realized that he would need help if he were to be successful in his
attempt to dethrone the Lord of the universe. Satan did have some advantages. As the
preeminent and highest ranking angelic creature (not to mention the most impressive), the devil
had considerable influence and authority over the other angels. None would be likely to rebel
from the Lord instantaneously on Satan’s say-so, but, with proper preparation, it might be
possible to sway some of his fellows. The devil’s plan was not to overthrow God by force (for
such a course of action was a complete impossibility, as even Satan with his inflated sense of self
saw clearly enough), but rather to effect a coup d’état. By winning over the allegiance of the
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angels, Satan thought to present God with a fait accompli which He would be powerless to
reverse. For if the angels were to choose Satan over God, the devil seems to have felt secure that
this fact in itself would protect him from divine retribution.

It is evident from the events that followed the conception of his plan that the devil was indeed
able to bring a large proportion of angels (one third in fact: cf. Rev.12:4) over to his way of
thinking about God’s probable reaction to any such coup d’état (an appropriate name for an
overthrow of authority based not upon a contest of relative force, but rather upon political
intrigue). For before any of the angels followed him, they would need to be convinced of the
prospects of success: had they instead been certain of swift retribution from the Lord Almighty,
it is fair to ask how many would have voluntarily enlisted into Satan’s cause. There had to be
something more, however. Satan’s own motive of universal rulership is clear enough, but his
potential followers would have to be wooed. Paradise, after all, could not have been so terrible
as to force them into rebellion against God for its own sake, and the obvious fact that, in spite of
Satan’s assurances, at least some element of risk would be involved in betraying God could not
have been lost on them. Satan needed a platform, one persuasive enough to convince his
contemporaries to throw in their lot with him and take the risk of eternal condemnation.

6) Satan’s Platform: This necessity of a positive platform, a goal that could tempt his
audience and incite their lust, was even more important than convincing his would-be followers
that rebellion against God would be safe and meet with success. But what do angels lack, and
what could they possibly want that it is not lawful for them to have? Angels are not affected by
the elements, as we are, not plagued by disease or the ravages of time, not in any need
whatsoever that might incite the lust for acquisition that so inflames mankind. Yet it is precisely
in that fact which liberates the angels from all the cares and concerns we humans feel so
intensely that Satan found his chief selling point, the prime inducement to his fellow spirit-
creatures to gamble their eternal futures and bind their fate to Satan’s forevermore: namely, their
lack of a physical body.

While we humans possess both a spiritual and a material part, angels, are primarily spiritual
creatures. The absence of true corporeality such as we humans possess is in many respects a
blessing for it spares the angels the pain, suffering and tears which are the common heritage of
mankind since the fall. But this lack of corporeality seems to have left many of the angels
wondering what might have been as they observed the animal life of the original earth prior to its
cataclysmic destruction as a result of Satan’s rebellion (and subsequent restoration during the
seven Genesis days).

From everything we know about the angels from scripture, possession on their part of animals
and of humans is contrary to the will and the law of God in every way. Satan observed the
curiosity and interest of his fellows towards corporeal sensuality and applied the universal
principle of sinful motivation treated above: they didn’t have bodies and, moreover, were
forbidden to possess the bodies of other creatures; therefore they wanted them, wanted to
experience first hand the sensual, corporeal life “that had been denied them” (according to



satanic propaganda). Clearly, God was not going to stand by and allow a wave of possessions
contrary to His commands (much less any program of breeding and genetic manipulation that
may be evidenced by the hominid portion of the fossil record). The only way to “escape” the
rather pure spirituality God had “inflicted” on them was to fall in behind a new leader and take
what they wanted in defiance of God.

God rained down complete destruction on the world of that time, but it is interesting to note that
there are a number of biblical passages which demonstrate that the lust of the devil’s followers
for bodies which most approximate their own essential shape is still very much alive:

1. Angels have no strictly material bodies of their own: Without taking
possession of the bodies of other creatures, angels are unable to fully experience the material
world in any sensual way. Paul’s list of “bodies” in 1* Corinthians chapter fifteen mentions
“heavenly bodies”, but by this he clearly means the planets. Significantly, he does not mention
angels. Many passages stress the spiritual (and hence non-material) nature of angels (Heb.1:7;
1:14; 2:14-16 [esp. v.16]). This radical difference from human (and animal) kind helps to
explain how angels are occasionally called “gods” (i.e., having more in common with the
spirituality of God than the materiality of Man: Ps.8:5; 82:1 & 6). Angels are not “flesh and
blood” as we, in our material part, clearly are (Eph.6:12). When our resurrected Lord appeared
to His disciples and was taken for a ghost, He commanded them to “touch Me and see that a
spirit (pneuma) does not have flesh and bones as you see Me having” (Lk.24:39). The word He
used, the Greek pneuma (nvevpa), is the same word used for angels wherever they are deemed
“spirits” (e.g., Heb.1:7 & 14). No stronger confirmation could be asked to show that angels are
different from us in this main, crucial point of corporeality (and, therefore, in the enjoyment of
all that is sensual).

2. The Serpent of Genesis 3: It is no accident that when we first encounter Satan
in scripture, he has taken possession of a material creature, the serpent. We can assume from the
context that this especially “subtle” creature was Eve’s special pet, and a perfect vehicle for the
devil’s seduction. But was his possession of the creature necessary to accomplish his goal (any
more than his possession of Judas was: cf. Lk.22:3)? What we can say is that possession of the
bodies of material creatures is part of Satan’s normal modus operandi, and indicates that this is
more than something the fallen angels “have to do” to accomplish their nefarious purposes.
Rather, it is something they dearly desire to do.

3. The Angelic Infiltration of Genesis 6: As both Jude 6 and 2" Peter 2:4 make
clear, “the sons of God coming in to [mate with] the daughters of men” was a Satanic attack of
immense proportions which violated God’s ground rules for the resolution of the angelic
rebellion in human history. The direct mixing of angelic and human seed is clear-cut proof of the
desire on the part of Satan and his followers to attain the (for them) unattainable: corporeality.

4. The Legion of Demons and the Swine: In Mark chapter 5, when Jesus cast the
demon legion from a single man, these fallen spirits “begged” Him to “send us among the pigs;




allow us to go into them” (v.12). There is very little to explain their motivation for this request
until we accept that these satanic angels, being deprived of their human home, were desperate to
regain some material abode, be it ever so mean.

5. The Wandering Spirit (Lk.11:24-26): The return of the “wandering spirit” to
the man he had previously possessed is a likewise telling case that only fully makes sense when
we take into account the “addiction” the fallen angels have to the corporeality which, as part of
our nature, we understandably take for granted. The demon goes through desolate places seeking
“rest” (i.e., another willing subject to inhabit), but when it is disappointed in this hope, it returns
to its “house” (Greek oikos). The terminology used here is significant, for in 2" Corinthians 5:2,
Paul calls our coming resurrection body, the super-material home in which we shall spend all
eternity with the Lord, a “dear-house from on high” (Greek oiketerion, the diminutive of the very
word used for house above being used in a [grammatically] familiar sense). Our material abodes,
the bodies that house our spirits both now and then, are given to us by God, but it is the devil’s
plan, and his prime inducement to his followers, to take by force the homes that properly belong
to others.

Satan’s false gospel to the angels who fell with him was one of “deliverance” from their non-
sensual state. He found them curious about the experience of material existence, and inflamed
this curiosity into outright lust and rebellion, so that they became obsessed with the possession of
material bodies, and addicted to the experience (in the same way that many of our fellow human
beings are destroyed by drugs). Therefore, the widespread and dishonest trade of Ezekiel 28:16
& 18 is better translated “canvassing” or “campaigning”. Satan found his issue and seduced a
large part of angelic kind with it.

2. God’s Judgment on the Universe:

Scripture neither mentions nor records the length of the interval between God’s confrontation of
Satan’s coup and His judgment upon the primeval world, but it is entirely possible that this
period was aeons long in human terms. Such a grace interval would demonstrate beyond any
shadow of a doubt who had chosen for God and who for Satan, as the devil commenced his
earthly reign over what had been the original paradise, the original “Eden” (i.e., the pre-Adamic
earth). Given the demons’ longing for physical bodies and the integral part in Satan’s plan that
the satisfaction of that desire played, it is not unreasonable to suppose that much of the
fascinating fossil record we now possess from that archaic earth is a result of the devil’s
manipulation and misuse of earth’s original fauna for just such purposes: the Bible’s
identification of Satan with reptiles (dragons, serpents), and his obvious fascination with the
same (cf. Gen.3), make the possibility of this theoretical satanic origin of the terrible, powerful
creatures of pre-history all the more conceivable.

Eventually, earth came to bear no resemblance to the primal paradise the Lord had created ex
nihilo, and when no further purpose would be served by additional delay, but, to the contrary, the
devil and his angels had emphatically confirmed their evil and rebellious intentions, God



Almighty executed an awesome judgment upon the pre-historic earth. By delaying judgment, He
had demonstrated to all angelic creation how pitifully inadequate Satan’s efforts were, how
hollow his promises, how tyrannical his rule. Now was the time to put an end to the devil’s
“experiments”, to turn out the lights in the universe, and to leave the adversary and his followers
to contemplate in terror what God would do next. In a terrifying judgment, all life on earth was
annihilated and the universe, originally resplendent and luminiferous, plunged into utter darkness
(an event which must have been incredibly traumatic for all the angels, creatures of light that they
are). This entire period of prehistoric angelic existence, the devil’s revolt and first earthly reign,
and God’s subsequent judgment upon the earth are summarized in a mere two verses in the book
of Genesis, or, more correctly stated, fall into the “gap” between Genesis 1:1 (which speaks of
the original creation) and Genesis 1:2 (which describes the earth subsequent to judgment and
prior to the seven days of re-creation):

Before all else, God created the heavens and the earth [original creation]. But the earth
came to be ruined and despoiled — darkness lay upon the face of the abyss while God’s
Spirit brooded over the surface of its waters [all as a result of God’s judgment in response
to the devil’s revolt]. Genesis 1:1-2

The ruination and destruction of the earth under Satan’s pre-historic rule is aptly described by the
Hebrew phrase tohu wa-bhohu (i.e., “ruined and despoiled”: vhby vht). Many creative (and
misleading) translations have been offered in an effort to remove the difficulties caused by a
literal translation of this phrase. For the description of earth in this devastated condition causes
obvious problems for the summary-statement interpretation of verse one: how and when could
the earth have been so ravaged if no gap is to be understood between verses one and two?
Moreover, the words tohu and bhohu always refer to “emptiness”, “uselessness” or,
“worthlessness”, that is to say, a confused, chaotic state, inevitably the result of some cataclysm,
and usually one that has been brought on by divine judgment (cf. Deut. 32:10; 1Sam.12:21; Job
6:18; 12:24; 26:7; Ps.107:40; 1s.40:17; 41:29; 44:9; 45:19; 49:4; 59:4). Finally, the state of the
earth in Genesis 1:2 described as in “darkness” is really only understandable when a judgment of
this sort is assumed to be the source of the darkness. For God is a God of light (1Jn.1:5), and
everything He creates is perfect, while darkness is synonymous with evil (Eph.5:11; 6:12;
1Jn.1:6; 2:11), and is a characteristic result of divine judgment (Is.5:30; 8:22; Ezek.32:7-8; Acts
13:11).

3. God’s Restoration of the Earth:

While Genesis 1:1 thus describes the original, ex nihilo creation of the universe, the second verse
of the Bible, Genesis 1:2, split grammatically from verse one with an abrupt, adversative
construction (in the Hebrew), propels us untold eons forward in time from the original, awesome
act of creation, and moves us to the other side of the Genesis gap, describing for us the state of
the universe as it existed before God re-created the earth.
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Original creation had been marred by Satan’s revolt, and cast into darkness by God’s judgment
upon the rebellious angels. In order to make the universe habitable once more for creatures with
physical bodies (the attempted possession of which was a major issue in Satan’s pre-fall
propaganda), a re-creation of the earth was essential. Genesis 1:3 - 2:3, the account of the seven
days, is a description of this renewal of the heavens and the earth. The objective behind this
process of the seven days is also quite clear: the creation of Man. Everything God accomplishes
within the period of re-creation is specifically designed to make life supportable for this His
second category of creature possessed of free will (and ultimate replacement for the devil and his
angels). That the seven days are indeed a re-creation distinct from the original creation of
Genesis 1:1 can also be seen from the following:

1) The presence of the heavens and earth in place at Genesis 1:3 shows this is re-
creation: As God begins to work on the earth in Genesis 1:3, earth (and the heavens in which it
exists) is already in place, an impossibility unless this is a re-creation (for if it describes the
original creation, where then did the earth come from?).

2) The presence of the angels during the seven days shows this is re-creation: The angels
are present too (also necessarily having been created at some earlier time — before the Genesis
gap — an impossibility unless this is re-creation), “shouting for joy” at the reconstruction of the
earth (Job 38:4-7).

3) God’s pronouncement of His acts as “good” shows this is re-creation: God, being
God, creates only what is good in the first place. Bringing light out of darkness, dry land out of
only sea, life out of lifelessness, are all acts of bringing something good out of something “not
good” (i.e., darkness, sea, lifelessness). The pronouncement “and God saw that it was good” is a
stamp of divine approval on the restoration of what had been originally good and now was
restored to its “good” condition following an interval of judgment upon evil (Gen.1:4, 10, 12, 18,
21, 25, 31).

4) God’s construction of the firmament argues that this is re-creation: In Genesis 1:6-8,
God constructs the firmament which separates the “waters above” from the “waters below”, and
calls this firmament “heavens”. Now it can hardly be that we are meant to understand that prior
to this constructing of the firmament, the earth, above which this firmament is set, had nowhere
to exist, or that the light and darkness, after separation, or the waters, prior to separation, should
be understood as having existence, yet somehow not existing in the heavens (for they can only be
understood as existing within the universe). Indeed, both the heavens at large and the earth had
already been created in Genesis 1:1. This interpretation is strengthened both by the fact that
rather than “creating” the firmament from nothing, the language of Genesis 1:7 specifies that
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God “made” it from something.” Therefore, since there was already a universe, the formation of
this firmament can only be seen as an act of re-creation.

5) Re-creation explains appearance of age: The Genesis gap is the most likely
explanation for the perceived contradiction between the biblical account of the seven days and
the fossil record. The exact space of time between Genesis 1:1 and God’s creation of the angels,
or between their creation and Satan’s fall, or between God’s judgment on the original Eden-earth
and His restoration of it in Genesis 1:2 are not recorded for us anywhere in scripture and could
well encompass untold eons of time (a commodity which is felt and measured much differently
in the angelic sphere, after all). In addition, there is also the point that when God creates, He
creates in mature perfection. The plants, animals, and people (Adam and Eve) created during the
six days are all created in a mature status, thus giving the appearance of age. It is no great stretch
to see the restored “heavenly lights” and reconstructed earth benefitting from a similar, complete
creation that might well give every impression of a lengthy geological history that does not in
fact comprise real time, in our limited understanding of it:

By faith we understand that the ages have been constructed by the Word of God, so that
what we see (i.e., the material world) has not come into being from the things we now
see. Hebrews 11:3

For it escapes their notice in maintaining this, that heavens existed long ago and an earth
formed by the Word of God from and through water — [and that it was] through these
[waters] that the world of that time was [again] deluged by water and destroyed. Now the
present heavens and earth have been reserved for fire by that same Word (of God),

preserved for the day of judgment and the destruction of godless men.
2™ Peter 3:5-7

6) Re-creation is analogous to other divine restorations: Adam’s fall resulted in a curse
on the earth that is analogous to (though not nearly so devastating as) the Genesis gap judgment
(Gen.3:17-19). Nevertheless, all creation now “groans” in anticipation of the removal of the
curse, a phenomenon to come at the return of Christ which also parallels the restoration of earth
in Genesis 1:2 (Rom.8:19-22). A few of the many other such instances of the pattern of divine
judgment followed by gracious restoration include: 1) the renewal of the earth after the flood
(Gen.8-9); 2) Joseph’s deliverance from prison and restoration to his family (Gen.45); 3) Israel
restored to the land after the Babylonian captivity (Ezra 1); and 4) the most significant and
spectacular restoration of all: the reconciliation of sinful Man to God through the redemptive
work of the God-Man, our Lord Jesus Christ (cf. esp. Rom.5:6-11). Suffice it to say that our God
is a gracious God who may hold just judgment in the one hand, but always has merciful
restoration in the other for all who will repent and return to Him. The restoration of the

*1i.e., He constructed it out of existing material rather than creating it ex nihilo, the verb
here being the Hebrew ‘asah, not bar’ah: see part 2 of the Satanic Rebellion: The Genesis Gap,
section III.2, “The Genesis 2:4 Creation Summary”.
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devastated earth was a clear sign to Satan and his followers that their slanderous insinuations that
God would be unable or unwilling to provide for reconciliation were about to be undeniably
refuted.

7) Re-creation is focused on Man as a replacement for Satan and his angels: Finally, all
of God’s work throughout the seven days is focused on Man (an eventuality which can only be
understood as a response to the devil’s revolt, and must thus follow original creation):

. Day 1: Light out of darkness, necessary to sustain life.

. Day 2: Atmosphere, also necessary for all life.

. Day 3: Dry land, essential for any animal life, and for Man; vegetation as a source of
food, materials, pleasure, etc.

. Day 4: Lights to “serve as signs”: for the ordering of human life in necessary increments
of time.

. Day 5: Other creatures: enriching human life.

. Day 6: Land animals and livestock to support and bless human life; finally, Man.

. Day 7: God’s Sabbath rest: Man requires a breathing space to fellowship with God.

4. God’s Replacement for Satan:

The Bible’s teachings about the purpose, nature and creation of Man are properly the subject of
part three of our Bible Basics series. It should be mentioned here, however, that in Genesis 1:26-
31 the creation of Man is the culmination of God’s work. The process begins with the divine
conference of the Trinity announcing God’s decision: “Let Us make Man in Our image,
according to Our pattern” (v.26). Man is then created in the image of God (v.27), blessed and
given rule over all other creatures on earth (v.28), and provided with food (v.29; as are other
creatures: v.30). The creation of Man, along with an environment to support our lives in these
physical bodies, is clearly the purpose and goal of the seven days of God’s restorative work in the
world. Only after the earth has been restored to viable conditions, Man created upon it and
placed in charge of it, does God conclude that all He has made is “very good” (v.31: the Hebrew
adjective me ‘odth being added only here to God’s evaluations of His various acts during the
seven days as “good”). Even the pattern of the seven days is one that suits and reflects the
subsequent history of mankind, with each day standing for one millennium of human history and
with the seventh day signifying the millennial rule of Christ (this principle will be explained in
more detail in part 2B of this series). The fact that God’s restorative work during the seven days
is entirely focused on Man also argues for Genesis 1:2 beginning a process of re-creation, since
Man, specifically through the God-Man, Jesus Christ, is meant in no small part as a replacement
for Satan and his fallen angels.

Besides being an indication to the devil and his followers of their ultimate fate, the Lord’s
cataclysmic judgment upon the world also served to demonstrate the faithfulness of the angels
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who had rejected Satan’s appeal. They trusted instead in God, that He would somehow not allow
His universe to remain cloaked in darkness and devastation, and they were not disappointed. For
truly, the Lord’s solution was an eventuality which Satan and his followers did not expect in their
wildest imaginings: the complete re-creation of the heavens and the earth in seven literal days,
accompanied by the creation of something completely new: Man, a creature who would be
God’s means of exposing all of Satan’s slanderous lies, a creature who, while possessing obvious
limitations, had what Satan and his demons coveted most: a physical body to house his spirit.

5. Satan and the Fall of Man:

In addition to the detailed treatment of this topic found in part three of the Satanic Rebellion
series, the fall of mankind as a specific topic will also be covered in part three of the present
series. It is only necessary to emphasize here what should be plain from a simple reading of
Genesis chapter three, namely that although Adam and Eve were guilty, they almost certainly
never would have fallen without the devil’s crafty intervention. The specific tactics used by
Satan in this first attack upon mankind serve as a kind of paradigm for us explaining his methods
generally (see the two cited studies for details). In its barest essentials, his deception of Eve
focused upon her misunderstanding of the Word of God, specifically, both the exact nature of
God’s commandment to refrain (which Satan distorted) and the purpose for it (which was really
for their good, contrary to the devil’s lies). His indirect attack upon Adam, on the other hand,
was aimed at Adam’s lack of faith in God, specifically, his doubts about God’s ability to solve
the problem of Eve’s fall (without taking matters into his own hands). One moral to this most
famous story is that while we as individual human beings may be self-aware, the devil is almost
always more aware of our weaknesses than we are (through the process of simple observation of
the way in which we live our lives). It is very clear from even a cursory reading of Genesis
chapter three that it is complete folly for us to engage the devil in a conversation, either directly
(as Eve had done), or indirectly (as with Adam’s response to Eve). And it is important to note
that Satan himself does not have to be visible for us to make this mistake (indeed, he was not in
either Eve or Adam’s case). It is enough for us to engage in consideration of any satanic
influence (of which this world is full) to open ourselves up to successful temptation and attack.
For when it comes to temptation, Genesis chapter three makes it unmistakably clear that we
members of the human race are at an appalling disadvantage faced with the devil’s wiles.
Flirting with sin and evil is, quite simply, a game we can never, never win. Our first parents
could not — and they were not disadvantaged by the sinful nature that works against us from the
inside. Only with God’s help and through the resources that God provides (the Spirit and the
Truth of scripture in particular) is it possible for us to resist the crafty assaults of the adversary,
and, generally speaking, this usually involves forcefully turning our backs on him and his, in
whatever form or manifestation.

6. The Limits of Satan’s World Rule: We must be careful to avoid two extremes in our
consideration of the devil’s strategy and system for world control. On the one hand, it is
painfully obvious to all who delight in the works of the Lord that Satan’s strategic and
administrative skills cannot be compared to God’s. Attempting to find complete consistency or
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ultimate brilliance in Satan’s modus operandi is a fool’s errand. On the other hand, it would be
equal folly to underestimate the present ruler of this world. The reactive strategy or “plan” which
he has adopted to combat the inexorable divine plan of God is indeed doomed to failure, and the
organization he has imposed on this corrupted world in his partial control is highly imperfect, to
say the least. Nevertheless, he has in the course of human history caught the majority of mankind
in his toils, and done inestimable damage to believers of every stripe as well. It is only through
the grace, the power, and the providence of God that we who have chosen for Jesus Christ can
win the victory of faith over our arch-enemy.

Not until the middle of the Great Tribulation will the devil and his angels be cast from heaven
once and for all (Rev.12:7-17). Until that time it is the earth where such conflict as there is
between the angelic forces of God and Satan respectively is taking place. Just as the elect angels
appear before God at certain appointed times (the so-called “assembly of the holy ones”, i.e., of
the angels; cf. Job 15:8; 38:7; Ps.29:11f.; 89:5-7; Jer.23:18 & 22), so too there is evidence that
the fallen angels on occasion present themselves before God (cf. 1Kng.22:19-22; Job 1:6; 2:1;
Zech.3:1). This combination of facts (i.e., spiritual warfare on earth and a sort of “truce” in
heaven) demonstrates that while there is indeed a conflict of the most deadly seriousness being
played out between God on the one hand and the devil and his forces on the other, the latter
nevertheless continue to abide by certain mandatory restrictions and commands on account of the
awesome might and irresistible power of God. Satan is therefore “free” to act on earth, but only
within very distinct parameters laid down by God and well-known to the devil and his angels.
These “rules of engagement” allow the devil and his minions to tempt mankind in a variety of
ways, but generally do not allow overt attack upon human beings without specific consent (cf.
Job 1:12; 2:6; 1Cor.5:4-5; demon possession is a unique case wherein an individual first must
yield up his will for possession to occur).

1) Satan was allowed to play the role of tempter in the garden of Eden: In addition to
furnishing the garden with a test of obedience in the form of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, Satan was not only allowed to observe these new creatures destined to replace him and
his followers, but also to provide them with false information. Picking his target and lies
carefully, Satan took full advantage of his opportunity to subvert mankind and was successful in
inducing our first parents to choose foolishly against God.

2) Adam forfeited his God-given rulership of Eden/earth at the fall: Adam and Eve’s
subsequent expulsion from the garden of Eden and their subjection to the curse of mortality were
not the only negative consequence of their actions. Adam also lost his position as undisputed
regent of the Lord’s re-created earth, serving under the delegated authority of God.

3) By instigating the fall of Man, Satan has usurped the rulership of earth: As we have
seen, Adam’s right to rule earth in God’s place was given to him by the Lord (Gen.1:26-28;
Ps.8:5-8; cf. Heb.2:5-9). Scripture records no such grant to the devil. Indeed, even Satan himself
supports the proposition that he is currently in control of the world as a result of Adam’s
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forfeiture and fall. While in the process of attempting to persuade Christ to “worship him”, the
devil showed our Lord all the kingdoms of the world and proclaimed ...

“I will give you all this power and all their glory — for it has been surrendered to me and
[so] I [can] give it to whomever I please.”  Luke 4:6

The Greek word paradidomi (tapadidmpt) in this passage indicates that Satan’s reign over the
earth was not wrested from God or awarded to the devil, but was rather relinquished by Adam,
abandoned, abdicated, given over by default, or “surrendered”. The devil, therefore, has
temporarily usurped or “snagged” dominion over planet earth. To put the matter in legal terms,
Satan’s rulership of the earth is based only on a de facto control — his reign has never been and
will never be a de jure one.

4) Satan is now allowed a wider range of influence over mankind: The sphere within
which the devil now operates on earth is much larger than was the case in the garden of Eden.
Instead of a single tree to test the hearts of mankind, we now face an entire world filled with
multifarious temptations. And instead of the limited lying influence of the devil (in possession of
Eve’s shining serpent), satanic lies and influences are ubiquitous in this world we inhabit,
ranging from the patently obvious to the almost invisibly subtle. The limited avenue of
opportunity in the garden of Eden proved to be sufficient for Satan to instigate humanity’s
corporate fall in Adam. Small wonder then that with exponentially greater access to mankind
and a freer reign to exercise his influence that the world “lies in his [sphere of influence]”
(1Jn.5:19). The devil also has an extraordinary advantage in his quest to lead humanity astray:
the sin nature that now resides in the flesh of all of Adam and Eve’s descendants (Christ being
the sole exception). For the “lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life”
(1Jn.2:16), universal manifestations of mankind’s collective heart, are tailor-made for satanic
exploitation. Indeed, it is not too much to say that the devil has kept our sinful tendencies in
mind in constructing his world-wide system of temptation, deception and control. It should come
as no surprise, then, that the world is the terrible place that it is, given the evil resident in the
heart of Man, and Satan’s ability and opportunity to exploit that evil.

5) The limits of Satan’s control over the world: The devil’s dominion over the world is in
some ways analogous to a hostile power’s temporary control of territory conquered during a
protracted war. Similarly, Satan’s rulership of the earth is temporary, and must be maintained by
force and vigilance. Satan’s control over earth is restricted by the will of God, that is to say, the
devil can do that which and only that which God allows him to do. Much as he clearly would
have liked to, Satan was not permitted to lay a finger upon Job until God expressly gave His
consent, and, despite his unique sufferings, Job never was completely destroyed, because God
would not allow it (Job 1 & 2; 42:12ff.). Satan’s request to “sift [Peter] like wheat” was denied
in response to a prayer on his behalf by our Lord (Lk.22:31-32), and there are at least two New
Testament cases of rebellious believers being “handed over to Satan”, plainly indicating that the
withdrawal of God’s protection had to be sought by apostolic intercession before the devil could
have free rein with them (1Cor.5:5; 1Tim.1:20; cf. Ps.78:49; 109:6).
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A prime reason for Satan’s malevolent will being restricted by God’s gracious will is our free
will. The existence of mankind cannot be fully understood without reference to Satan’s rebellion
against God. A primary purpose for our creation was and continues to be God’s replacement in
the family of God of unwilling fallen angels with willing human beings. Much to his surprise,
Satan’s successful seduction of our first parents did not head off this inevitable eventuality — it
merely changed the circumstances and timing of the filling up of the full number of willing
worshipers from the ranks of human kind. It goes without saying that if humanity could be
eliminated from the earth, or be subjected to a degree of manipulation so severe that the exercise
of a free will choice for God would be impossible, God’s plan (not to mention our eternal future)
would have been in jeopardy. Therefore while God allows the devil to operate within a wide
range of latitude in this world which Satan claims as his own, his sphere of operations is not
absolute, and is unquestionably more restricted in the case of those of us who have chosen to
become followers of God than it is in the case of those who have chosen to become followers of
Satan.

It is important to note that the Bible never actually proclaims Satan the “ruler of the earth”. The
devil is “ruler of the cosmos (i.e., world: Jn.12:31; 14:30; 16:11 )”, 